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BLUFF ED

OUT THE
POKER CROWD.

The One Eyed Man Proves Too
Much for the Arkar
. City Talent.

*If there's any way o’ gettin' hunk with
that Arkansas City gang.” said the man
with the bristling heard, “I'm p'pared, {'r
‘one, to take my life in my hands.”

“Wouldn’t do no manner o" good.
Whiakers,” said the one eyed man. “Wheu

"you stack up ag'in that gang you want

to take your life in y'r teeth an’ boep y'r

hands as nigh y'r hip pocketa ap yOu can.

Put there's on'y two ways f«f to go up

ag'in them outlaws you was<#entionin’.”

- U you tell us 'm them two i',
One Eye,” said the fidgey ™man.

“Well, I reckon 'm-at every good player
om the river has ++od one way.” said One
Rye. “You go i $he old man’s saloon alone,
or you take yoUr pal, an’ you buy chips,

would into a straight game

sdontlemen, or among dead straight

‘an’ you play your dam'dest. Then
you either lose out, which most usual you
does, or just as you win out some dis-
wurbanoce, or some low down trick, or some
aocvident like, 'll bring on a rough house,
an’ you reckon you're lucky to get away
alive.. Oh, yesJ1've tried it. 'Most every-
bod~ on the boats has tried it—once. There
is aem that’'s been twice, but twiceis the
limit. "

“ "Ponrs like ‘tain't interestin’ to no
gre'textent listenin’ to no such proposition
ae that,” exclaimed Whiskers in deep dis-
gust. “If t'other way ain’t no more reason-
able 'n that mebbe you mought save
strainin’ yourself, an’ we ¢'n play mumble-
tepeg better'n to spend time listenin’.”

b “Oh, ot him talk,” said the fidgety
man. “He can't put out no higger foolish-
ness. What is t'other way, One Eye®”

“Well, t'other way, as 1 was reck'nin’,”
said the man who was explaining, “would
be for to stay abo'd the boat, an' not go
asho' at Arkansas City at all. There ain't
nothin’ there but the poker game, anyhow,
an’ ‘pears like there was some sense keepin’
outside o' that, But I reckon maybe you
uns don’t care for that neither. 'Poars like
you was sot on tacklin’ that gang.”

The man with the whiskers grunted
and the fidgety man stepped to the rail
and spat in the water.

“Oh, very well,” said the one eyed man,
closely observant of his companions, *if
you reely feel that way I'm with you.
On'y there's a few things to be 'greed to
"forehand an’' stuck to later. Fur as
poker goes | ain't none skeered but what
we uns, playin’' together like we has played
f'r a year, ¢’'n hold our own ag'in any com-
bhination this side o' the big sulphur furnace.
You uns can't count on me f'r no fancy
dealin’, not in Greenhut’s place, bein’ as 1
oan't on'y look one way to oncet. an’ T ain't
takin' no chances in that crowd. But my
one lamp is good enough to read any little
signals as may be scratched onto the back
of a card, an’' it's good enough 1o see deaf
. an' dumb talk such as we uns has worked
| out f'r ourselfs. Whiskers here is good
for what dealin’ may be required, an’ Fid-
geta had ought f'r to be able to keep track o'
what signals the enemy is throwin' acrost
the table. So I reckon if we uns gets into a
six handed game with the same number o'
QGreenhut’s pirates we'd oughter stand a

even chanoe, That's considerin’ the matter
just as a game o' poker.

“But | was sayin' as how there's consid'-
able more'n poker to be took account of

#y. Them swashbucklers ain't noways  con-

solentious ag'in trav'lin’ outside the rules
' o' the game. A little thing like throwin’
‘you outen the window an’' retainin' of
your chips to the same time is as reg'lar

a® holdin’ a full ag'in a fush. An’, cage of a
argyment, th' old man hisself is liable for to
butt in with a bungstarter.

\ “That's why [ sa

' for to go together 'f we're goin’ at all. "
chillun useter say, ‘one’s none, two's some,
but three's a hundred,” an’ | reckon there's
a heap into it. We three had ought for to
he able to stand off a powerful heap o’

fightin’ men if we knows aforehand what |

we'm up against an’ goes p'pared. All's
I has to say is-if it's talk, talk last, but if
it’s shoot, shoot first. If you uns is agreed
we'll go. If youain't, ldon't go.”
! The other two were agreed, and said
a0 with undue emphasis. Moreover they
registered sundry vows to the effect that
if any , buccaneer men in and about

old man Greenhut's saloon should under- ! ¢ Fid
take to get the beat of them in any illegiti- | 1" X

they would |

mate manner whatsoever

speedily be dead buccaneer men. And the

ome eyad man listened approvingly.
! Then, as the hoat was about to make a
landing at Arkansas City, the
“’hp ashore. And being wvl[y
P!
supplied with money, they lost
om their way to Greenhut's saloon,

As it haprened the old man was behind
the bar when they entered, and was in the
aot of setting forth a round of refreshments
for some five or six persons, the same
having been called for by the Sheriff of the
county, one Joe Bassett, As the three
outsiders came in. they paused, having an
any earance of diffidence, as if realizing they
had hit voon an awkward moment.

“Come right in.," said Bassett, heartily.

! \.i
‘ 1 \
y q “You uns is right in time. We uns is goin’

! to liouor, an’ 1'd be pleased ¢» have you

jime the crowd.”

prepared
and com-

no time

“That sure is handsome o' you,” said
. the fidgety man before his companions
’ had time to speak, “but bein' as we uns is
' pome in the way o' bein' a multitude, 'rears

like it 'd be better *r us o kind o' hang

hack f'r a minute, an’ wait f'r our turn to

shout. Kind o' crowdin' mourners, ain't it,

f'r to ring in three strangera to oncet?”

: ‘s manner changed suddenly and
ominously. “T hain't p'tickler fond o’ count-
in’.” he said, “an’ I hain't took notice o'

. how many they is in your erowd. 'Pears

' like it 'd oughter be easy enough, though,

! to lick sny three men 't won't liquor when

‘. tleman asks ‘em.”  And he advanced

threateningly toward the fidgety man and

smote powerfully toward the point of his

pa—

jaw.
., The blow would unquestionably have
landed but for a lightninglike manceuvre
of the one eved man, who kicked Fid

gldonly in the back of the knee, doubling !

leg so that he fell in a heap.

Simultaneously Whiskers said, “You'll

bave to excuse our friend, pard. He's
z" just graduated f'm Sunday school an’
- ain't no ways strong on etiquette. He

- %ven. though, an’ he'll get right up
an’ his liquor with the rest of us, n’vid-
in’ you'll be kind enough not to kill him
'r a few minutes.”

“Well, that's reasonable.” said Bassett
ns one who made a great concession. “1
reckon a man can’t be blamed 'r what he
don’t know, il he means right.”

01d man Greenhut, who had been looking
on incuriously while this haprened, then
#ot uo three more glasses and the company
drank. Then at exactly the rrofer in-
terval after the emntving of the glasses
the fidgety man said, “Have one on me,”

reace was restored

After some general conversation, Whis-

d
.-
' ‘F‘ said, “We uns is told as there's a game
o

draw poker played hera now an’ again.
an’ we was some desirous o' settin® in if
there gin’t no rule ag'in strangors.”

“Well, I dunno,” said old man Greenhut,
doubtfully. “There has been some card
nlayin’ in the back room, an’ I'm what they
tell me I reckon there’s been some poker,
but 1 don’t encourage it none. Most o' the

has gave it up lately, bein’ as it's too
" ive an’ soms immoral. Anyway, you
uns Jooks like you was too strong {'r plain
countrymen like us. You mought start a
ﬁ” your owneelfs if you like, an’ if
iee's anvbody 'round 't warnta %o p!&y
likely they’ll drop in on you 'fore the night’s

O T he three listened in silence till the
m had finished, then % -ﬁ
t for a long interval, dviiug
L

f

old man Greenhut polished glass tumblers
industriously. TM':, h.a at one

another, as men might who had soen a
ship sink suddenly.

Fid, leaned feobly againat the
bar aod d: “I'm ner, as

gentle. My family
as a great shock was liable for to give me
hoart disease if it was took sadden. Bein’
as | feel weak me an’ my friends 'l go to
the back part o' the room an’ set down a
spell till we think it over.”

“Sure,” said the old man hospitably.
“Help yoursell to a bench.” turning
his attention to Bassett and his friends he
joined in their conversation,

The three outsiders hunted the bench

romptly ardd sat down close together.
Gnr a fow moments they su.md
with the nennokof being m;-tndnd. n
the an talking in undertones.

‘*’hb:‘horn isn & now one,” said the one
oyed man, “but it sure is a trap.
yaps there wouldn’t lot us get out alive if
we was to start ‘thouten a game.”

“How if we was to start, then?” suggested
Whiskers.

“Not on your life,” said IHH:A. “We
uns 'd better start the game the oid
man said. Some on 'em 'll butt in afore
long an’ then if we don't like the way they
frame it up we o'n pull out.”

. to the others and
called on old man Greenhut for cards
chips and went into the back room, where
they were speedily engaged in a strenuous
game of draw poker. -

Presently Jim Blaisdell entered the bar
room and they heard him ask, "Anythin'
diddin’?" And Greenhut answered, “Yes,
there’'s & game in the back room.” Then
Blaisdel

followed him into the room, shutting
door oarefully after them, so that the oon-

versation ovtside was no audible.
It was well that was 8o, for
while the new were negotiating for

comers

sents old man Greenhut, chuokl
gantly, said to Bassett:
T ‘theses Oroma culy ha premoanted

on & 's orows,” «
carion o the oy Bostry fagiip
that g “ on,”
“as how there'll be some tol'able dry W
bones some soon in yonder.”

Bassett nodchd'érlﬁvdy. “More'n *
he said. Then ing his glass he
“Here's hopin’ there won't be no Arkansas

(?lq bones rlukod.' X

““Tain't likely,” said the old man easily,
“not with Blaisdell an' Juke Winterbottom
both into the game. But what's eatin’
ou, Joe? Know anythin' about thess
ore yape?” i

“On'y one on ‘em,” said the Sheriff. “Th.{
tell me that one eyed man has swep' the hull
valley above here like a flood inside of a
year past, an’ he's workin’ his way down
to'rd the Gulf reck’'nin’ on makin’ & com-
slete job. "Pears the other two is his
Loolar-. but efficacious like a stroke o'
lightnin' when it comes to backin’ him up.
I been drinkin’ some s for to play

to-night, but 1 reckon {'ll hang ‘round
till the game's over, case of dispute.”
“Won't do no harm,” Greenhut

thoughtfully, as he glanced at the sad of
the bar to see that his bungstarter was
in its proper place. )

Some ten minutes later Winterbottom
came out to the bar and asked Gresenhut
for $400. “1 want a thousand to go on with,”
he explained, “bein’ as its table stakes an'
we all began with that muoh. But ['ve
on'y got $600 in my jeans.”

“What's wrong, Jake?” asked the old man
as he counted out the money.

“Dunno,” said Winterbottom briefly.
“Mebbe it's nothin’, but that one eyed man
sure is a holy terror. He just held four
nces on Rlaisdell's deal.”

“Well, four aces ¢'n be beat.” said the
old man.

“Yeu, it kin, but 1 dido't All my straight
flush . ”

“An' Jim was dealin’,
hut incredulously.

“Well,” said Winterbottom, “I reckon
fimm done his best, but the one syed man
is sottin' on his right.”

“Wa'n't there nothin’ did?" asked Green-
hut

“Nothin's been did yet.,” admiited Win-
terbottom. “You can't say nothin® when
vou hain't saw nothin', not thouten it's
on gen'l principles. We're kind o' holdin’
ready for that.” And he went back info
the poker room, leaving Greenhut and Bas-
sett looking 'huughthlﬁy at sach other

Meantime the players had reached rhat

"

exclaimed Green-

three on us had unﬂu !

furnished with firearme, and lavishly |

pitch of excitement at which a word, or
wven a look or gesture, was liable to pro-
voke an outhreak. The game, from the
time the six sat in, had bheen the Herce,
merciless struggle only to be seen among
the best players, and ench sucoeeding con-
test had intensified the sirain. Yet 1§mmh
no man really dreaded the crash no one
was anxious to bring it about without a
plausible pretext,

When it came the pretext was not lack-

ing. Winterbottorn had along with
his secopd thousand till that was sadly
diminisifed, and he noticed with grim dia-

satisfaction that Pearsall and Blaisdell were
both losing steadily. So he spoke delih-
erately and with due ceremony.

“1 hain’t no 'bjections.” he said, looking
ts, “to the gentleman twistin’ on
his chair. | reckon the chair'll outlast the
seat of his breeches if he keeps on. But
we uns in Arkansas City don't reckon it's
parli'mentary nor no part o' poker for to
work the sign language acrost the table
with your ears an’ vour elbows an’ your
nose. 'Pears like it ‘d be more reg'lar like
il he'd set more stiller.”

Long bhefore he had finished the others
were looking for Fidgeta to shoot and avery
man’'s hand was at his hip pocket. But he
said, quietly, “Is that all you've got to
say?"  And when Winterbottom said “Yes"
he continued. “We uns was reck'nin’ on
a rough house when we came, an’ knowin’

| pomepin’ o' the character o' the crowd

1 come p’pared. Knowin' we'd be did up
anyhow. case of a difficulty, I put a pound
an' a half o’ dynamite in my pocket. If
there's a man in the room draws I'll slam
it on the floor.” And he drew forth a large
black stick that certainly looked like dyna-
mile

Winterbottom and his two friends looked
at him ;wout for a single moment. Then
they rushed from the room, unashamed
of their panic.

The other three looked at one another

ravely. Then, deliberately pocketing all
the money there was on the table, they
walked close together out through the bar-
room to the street, no man interfering, for
Fldmu still held the stick in his hand.

wWhen they had gone half way to the hotel
he said, “I reckon that there thing ain't
no gooa no more,” and he cast it from him,
It fell heavily by the wayside, and nothing
happened.
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of a practically inocurable malady, and
after his wife's death was pronounced in-
competent to take charge of his affairs.
His second son, the Due de Valenoy, was
appointed his guardian. Alone and neg-
lected, the Duke drags out a miserable ex-
istenoe.

His only retainer is a man who has been
in charge of him for many years and who
treats him with rough authority. Kvery
day this Frenoh Beau Brummel goes for a
walk in a nearby park. Unrecognised and
alone, he takes hia constitutional and then
returns to his comfortiess room and the
peasant who is his keeper.

“That great pure republio” was the phrase
used last avening by & povelist in a private
lecture entitied “The Late Mms. (rundy”
to desoribe the United States. It would
not be possible to convay in words the con-
densed sarcaam expressed by his use of the
adjective “pure” or the appreciative laugh-
ter of his audience in recognising the deli-
cate allusion to their transatiantic cousine.

It revealed as no open avowal would have
done the acoeptad Knglish opinion of Amer-
ican morals, financial and otherwise, of the
present day. It was a very outspoken
discuseion of the change in the public treat-
ment in flction and the drama of the sex
question which the last few years have
witnessed. \

It was very broadly hinted that Queen
Viotoria had been the Mrs. Grundy of
these islands and that her death marked
the advent of a new freedom—some said
liconse—in the depiction of real life before
the public. It was not & one sided discus-
sion. Many believed the reticence of the
past had done more harm than good be-
cause it preserved a dangerous ignorance
which did not compensate for the inno-
cence of the young person.

Others contended that the effect on
current fiction had been disastrous—that
former third rate writers had degenerated
inte tanth rate panderers to low appotites.
A peer affirmod that while he was not
ousily shooked he thought such episodes
as the conoluding scenes in the first act
of “Waste” were not fit for public exploita-
tion, howsver true to life.

He liked realism, but he would not snjoy
a too realistic description of London sewers.
It seemed to be the general sense of the
gathering that the censor had heen juatified
in placing his ban upon “Waste.”

The defence of the alleged American
hypoorisy of the Mrs. Grundy type was
undertaken by a woman who explained
that the American eoditions of ocertain
recent English novels were carefully ex-
purgated —so carefully in {act that nothing
but & bound volume of absolute twaddle
remained.

It has been suggested in the debate on
the new law of liwe majesté in the German
Reichstag this week that it would be be-
coming to raise the Deity to at least a
position of legal equality with the Kaiser.
Several Socialist members have pointed
out that to speak disrespeotfully of God is
punished by a lighter penalty than the
making of disparaging remarks about the
Emperor.

Herr Heine argued that kiogs and
smperors ought not to lay claim to greater
protection than the Deity, therefore, fail-

! ing the total abolition of the lise majesté

paragraphs, which he in common with the
Nocial Demoeratic party favors, he de-
manded that the law relating to [%se majesté
should be modified in such & way as to
place it exactly on the same basis as the law
relating to blasphemy and sacrilege.

The suggestion caused some embarrass-
ment o the Government promoters of the
bill, but they have not consented as yet to
make God the equal of the Kaiser in the
estimation of the German law.

At a recent meeting of the Paria Anthro-
pological Society a new MNghtning calcu-
lator was presented in the person of Mlile.
Urania Diamandi, a Greek girl of 0, who
comes from the lopian Islands. She and
other members of her family possess the
faculty to group mentally and memorize
large numbers in an extraordinary degree.

Instantaneous multiplications of groups
of four figures are mere child’s play to her.
What greatly astonished the learned assem-
bly were the two following experiments.
On a blackboard twenty-five figures were
arranged at random in a square, as for
instance

SR -
Fusow
“pse»
Nauae

ePuw

After a second's glance at the black-
board Mlle. Diamandi turned round and
was able to repeat correctly the figures
in any direction, vertically, horizontally,
diagonally, smaller squares within the
large one, &c.

The most amazing feat was this: After
an hour's demounstration the huge black-
board was covered with a confused mams of
figures. Not only was Mile. Diamaendi
able to repeat all the questions put to her
from the first in the order given, and also
backward, but she could run off with the
utmost ease all the figures on the black-
board in any direction desired without
once making a mistake.

This wonderful young woman, who pos-
sesses good looks as well as an axtraordinary
faculty for mental arithmetic, explaine
that her memory infallibly retains any
number of figures after she has looked at
them onoe. Every figure, shesays, conveys
a distinot color to her brain. For instanoce:
1 is black, 2 bright yellow, 8 dark brown
and 9 red, and her brain retains the figures
as differently colored spots

Mlle. Diamandi i anccompanied by her
mother, who is similarly gifted, but not to
the extent shown by her daughter

An interesting anecdote about the Pope
is being told in Rome just now. It hap-

} pemed at an audience his Holiness gave

not long ago to certain members of the
“black” nobility.

A church oclock was striking the hour,
and the Pope, to compars the time, took
from his girdle an antiguated nickel cased
watch, with the white metal worn off in
patches It was secured by a common
leather guard.

An [talian prince who was present pro-
duced a splendid richly chased gold chro-
nometer, set with jewels, a masterpisce of

| the goldemith’s art, and begged the Pope’s
HOUSANDS have discarded th= idea |

ot making their own cocktails,—ail |

will after giving the CLUB COCK'1 AILS |

acceptance of it in exchange for his old
nickel watch, which, the nobleman added,
would always be regarded by him as a most
precious posssssion. The Holy Father

Scieutificallv blended trom the | gantly declined.

“It was a presont from my dear mother,”
he said, with a smile, fondling the faded
old timepiece. “I was quite a small boy
when she gave it to me, with this very
leather guard 1 am wearing now. | prom-
ised to keep it until it was worn out beyond
repair. It must be a good watch,” the
Pope added, “for it has never disappointed
me yet.”

It h:::'baa aliowed to become
, says the newspaper
mdm.wluvwm.

.

'udhdnmtnndqﬂ

the other day.

Something went wrong with the mechan-
ism of the automobile in which he was
travelling at a great speed between Viterho
and Rome. When the car was descending
a steep hill the chauffeur suddenly found
that the brake refused to act.

The road was an exoeedingly dangerous
one, for besides the natural declivity there
was & sharp curve at the bottor that could
not possibly be negotiated at the speed
the car was going. An alternative pre-
sented itself to the driver in the shape of
tne entrance to a private park surrounded
by a high stone wall, with an ornamental
wrought iron gateway.

It was half closed and a group of idlers
were chatting at the gate when with a wild

with its cocoupants to be dashed to pleoes.

But so nicely had the royal chauffeur
judged the distance that the oar shot
through the closed gateway with no
more than an i to spare on sither side.
He then ran the car to a standstill on the
level. The King seemed unmoved, though
he remarked that he would rather not go
through a similar experience again.

That the life of a clergyman of the Church
of England, like that of W. §. Gilbert's
famous policeman, is not exactly a happy
one is pretty generally known. Years ago
George Eliot, in “Scenes of Clerioal Life,”
drew pictures of the poverty that too often
is to be found in parsonages, and it would
appear that in this respect things have
been steadily going from bad to worse.

At a recent meeting of the Southwark
Diocesan Society the Rev. R. E. Hingston
a London clergyman, made the statement
that during the past decade no fewer than
sixty-one of his brethren had been com-
pelled to enter the poorhouse, while forty-
two others had passed into pauper lunatio
asylums. The conference decided to re-
quest the Bishops to institute diooesan
clerioal 1egistors with the object of bring-
ing olerioal supply and demand into closer
relations.

The whole question of the pay and em~
ployment of the clergy is one that soomer
or later wili have to he considered very
seriously by the Church.

Two Englishmen of letters, Frederio
Harrison and Sir Conan Doyle, have lately
been giving their views upon literature,
writers, books and the choice of books.
Mr. Harrison's advice may be summarised:
“Read good hooks. Read, or at any reis
taste, your books before you buy.”

Admirable advice, of courss, but per-
haps somewhat dificult to follow, at all
events in Great Britain, for whereas in
most American aad Continemntal cities a
bookshop is a place of free entry to book
lovers where “the latest froth from the
fountain of folly,” as Ruskin puts it, may
be handled as well as more solid mental
pabulum, the same cannot be said of Lon-
don. Things are ordered differently there;
literary tasting can omly be practised at
the wecond hand bhooksellers’, though we
have Boawell’'s authority for a very dil-
ferant state of things existing in the eighe
teenth century.

Sir Conan Doyle has just published a
series of personal chata about books and
bookmen which are interesting and ami-
able but which are not likely to find general

tance. No one is likely to quarrel
with his enthusiasm for Macaulay. but when
he declares that men who have heen very
great in the short story —such as Stevenson,
Poe and Bret Harte-——have written no great
book and asserts: “Iskip Sterne, for | have
no great sympathy with his finnicking
methoda,” that he cannot read Balzac and
also  dimmisses Oibbon's autobiography
as “a contemptible plece of work” it ie
pretty conclusive evidence that though Mr.
Doyle is undoubtedly a clever writer him-
self his opinion of his fellow craftsmen is
not of the highest value

+ The deman | for the new laid egg is inex-

haustible and far greater than the supply.
All the world over housewives cheerfully
pay from 4 to 5 cents for so-called new laid
egas, niosly tinted brown ones for choioe,
and the trade would be glad to have seven
to sight times the number of what are called
in England twopenny eggs than are now
offered to it.

There are several firme in London which
nead 40,000 or 8o of the best aggs avery week.
One firm is reputed to buy 1,000,000 in a year
for sale at twopenoe.

The yearly consumption of eggs in the
British Isles reaches the enormous total of
4,400,000,000, and of these some 2,270,000,000
come from abroad, mostly from Russia,
Deninark and Cermany.

London ia face to face with the posaibility
that fifty years hence its present sources of
water supply will be capable of no further
expansion, and therefore a great scheme
for inoreasing the supply is now under
congideration by the Metropolitan Water
Board.

Twenty-six years ago the average daily
supply was nearly 144,000,000 gallons. The
average daily supply for the year ended
March. 1907, was 225,000,000 gallons, an in-
crease of 81,000000. The Balfour Commis-
sion estimated that in the year 1981 a popula-
tion of 11,250,000 would have to be provided
for and it is caloulated that the needs of a
population numbering 16,250,000 wiil have
to be provided for in 1060,

The question that puzsies those re-
sponsible for an adequate supply is how
this enormous population /s to be catered
for, seeing that in 1917 the works which
will then be in existence will be inadequate
to yield a supply on a basis of which the
people are now aoccustomed. This is the
riddle which the Water Board has to unravel
and it is one which so far has proved in-

soluble
NEW AFRICAN RAILROADS,

Twa Across Nigeria Will Start Preduotion
of Cotten.

Several months ago an American who
has hived in Nigeria said in New York that
the climate and soil of that large region are
favorable for the oultivation of ocotton,
but as yet there is no esncouragement to
raise it because there are no railroads to

carry it to the sea.
The raliroad is now to be supplied. Ao~
to the American

clety's
the Niger River below the rapids that im-
pede nav on. Vessels londed with cot-
ton
w

E

tb{rdltonmmr
the Niger to Akassa, the port at its mouth,
Em steamships may load the freight for
urope.

The northern terminus of the railroad
will be Kano, the great and
of H , some 500 miles from
by rail and not far south of the Sahars
desert. Kano became known some sixty
years ago at the greatest manufacturing
and commercial centre of the western
lludln'ml..' hat the railroad

b
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NUCH [LLITERACY IN FRANCE

T —

UNEXPECTED Dlm.l'lll' MADE
ANONG ARMY RECRUITS.

The Teuring (Tub's Goed Werk Rocegnized
~Liberal Jows Open a Symagegue In
Puris ~Frenoh Woemen Now Have a Club-
house Tor Thelr Own Use at the Capital.

Panmn, Deo. 5.—It should be of interest
to automobilists and others in the United
States interested in out of door pilgrimages
to know that the Touring Club of Franco

an institution of public usefulness. Many
Amorioans, not only automobilists and
oyolists but casual travellers as well, who
in thelr journeys through Franoce have
made aside sxoursions have had reason
to know the name of this organimation
sinoe its guide posts have given them timely
worvigs all over the country.
The Touring Club belleves, in common
most Frenchmen, that Franoce is

amelioration in the passage of the various
ootrois and the pessage of the frontiers.

It has multiplied the posts where aid
may be seoured. Lastly, and this is only
an enumeration of some of the
club’s activities, it took advantage of the
moent inundations in the Midi to further
its campaign for a stricter and wiser system
of forestry to prevent the ruin which these
floods entail.

By » decree dated November 30 Presi-
dent Falliwes and M. Barthou, Minister

new aynagogue is in the Rues Copernic.

They are so mode~. hat the reading of
parts of the ritual and prayers is to be in
French. The men will not wear hats dur-
ing the services, any more than do the men
in some of the Liheral synagogues in
America. The congregation in their ex-
position of tenets give this reason for the
change as to hata:

“We desire,” they say, “that one attend
uncovered at our synagogue, for this
oustom is more respectful, and we find that

turban, is without reason for being nowa-
days with the modern hats.”

The announcem.ent says on the substitu-
tiou of French for Hebrew in a part of the
service: “The substitution appears to us
to impone itself through this fact, namely:
Paople know very little Hebrew; indeed,
jess and less; is it not natural that our
prayers be said in a language understood
of all?”

The attendance on the Arst Sunday
pumbered approximately two hundred,
among the worshippers being M. Solomon
Reinach.

The home of the congregation oalls
attantion %o the changes which overtake
the character of buildings here as slsewhere.
One of the most successful of the smaller
theatred over on Montmartre, formerly a
chiurch, was a studio only a few years ago
before being turned into a theatre. The
Liberal synagogue of the Rue Copernic has
just been remodelled from a studio

Thoae concerned in publio aducation have
discovered a state of things that would
bardly have been expected in Franoe,
ramely. & higher percentage of illiteracy
than in several other countries of Europe.
And, touching the Parisians on the raw, the
discovery has also been made that Paris
shares in this national humiliation.

It ie the statistical returns of the last re-
oruitment of conscripts which has given
the Deputies the information. France has
had her compulsory education law on the
statute books for twenty-five years, where-
fore it is argugd that every boy now arriving
at the service age, or the estate of man,
ought surely to know how o read and
write.

The Dotober reporta show that this is not
the fact. Of 24,000 consoripts summoned
in the Seine contingent that month sixty-
sevep could neither read nor write, ninety-
two could read only, and there were 337 who
ocould searcely be said to know how to read
and write. This in the section which in-
oludes Paris. -

Pefore the promulgation of the Ferry law
for compulsory education 10 per oent, of
Frouchmen and 2” per oent. of Freanch
women were clnssed an illiterate. At the
present time the percentage is 4 for the men
and 8 for the women, taking the nation at
large.

Franoce in this respect stands behind Ger-
many, which has only four ijliterates to
sach thousand of population; behind Swa-
den, Switzerland, Denmark, Holland and
Finland, whose illiterstes range from ¥ to
43 to the thousand inhabitants.

Notwithstanding the fact that Paris in
a grest place for the discuasion of all the
various manifestations of feminism and
a place where feminism has many avowed
champions among men, there are relatively
fow organizations of women here. Never-
theless Paris has followed the example of
Berlin in the establishment of a Lyceum
club, an outgrowth of London’s famous
Lyceum.

The Paris Lyoceum, not setiing out to
work for equal rights or to acoomplish the
submersion of man, is said by ita friends
to have a flowery way before it in that
its objeot, to provide an agresable rendez-

.,vou.nd mutual aid for its members, will
meet with hearty sympathy and support.
establishment

The Paris Lyoceum owes its
lnluvmntomln.lhhwo-m.m-
Alice Williams.

A clubhouse has been opened in the Rue
de la Bienfaisance, where there is an as-
sembly Mall, & large dining room, tea rooms,
reading rooms and the usual social rooms
of clubs, besides sleeping rooms where
members in passage may find accommoda-
tions which may be more attractive to them
than hotels,. Men are admitted to the

tries who are devoted to intellectual

r-
! suits, to aid them to produce and to onl'\‘I‘I'At

their works and to bring interested travel-

n various places.
n‘mmmﬂtﬂw“hnnim
and a day the facilit

Dniy One In the hastern Homisphere With.
oul the War Color.

There is only one flag in the eastern
hemisphere that does not contain red. That
is the flag of Greese.

Other standards in the western hemi-
sphere not containing the color are those of
the Argentine Republic, Brasil, Nicaragua,
Guatemala, Uruguay and Honduras.

In this country there is no red in the
union jack nor in 1he flags of the Secretary
of the Navy, the Admiral of the Navy,

marine.

The war ocolor is aleo in the United States
mail flag, the pennant for veasels in the
lighthouse servioe, the yacht ensign, the
ensign of the revenue marine, the President’s
and the Secretary of War's standards.

The fiags which are entirely of red, ex-
the devices in some, are those of

Morocco, Austria-Hungary and

That of Turkey is nearly all red.
flags of forty-two other oountries
moat ‘:oupionounly the ocolor

war.

A re
on twenty croas, including the
double cross, on twelve; the anchor on two;

the on four; the elephant on one,

Siam; lion (pot including the lion and

the unicorn) on one, Persia;, the n

on one, na; the sun on three; while

tmho is the only flag on earth which has
tul h

The only all yellow flag is that which
represents quarantine.

An authority on the subject of flags in-
&l\lde- the Confederate flag. This author-

y says:

“During the civil war the noodilzrsum
had & number of distinot flags. ly in
1881 their Lo-r decided upon what was
popularly called the Stars and Bars, which
was of three broad, horizontal
bars, the wo outer ones red and the middle

of stars was subsequently increased to

thirteen."
The Confederate battle used through-
out the war consisted of a fleld of red on

whioh was a blue Saint Andrew’s oross
bordered with white and bearing thirteen
s Sdapied & tat Moving ¢ wiits faia
groas e ving & white
with & u:?on or canton of the battle flag.
This was sometimes mistaken for a flag of
truce, 8o in 1885 a red bar was imposed
across the end of the fleid.

The present coat of arms of New York
was on the Colonial flag of New Amsterdam
which was carried by armed vessels that
sailed from New Yo The new genera-
tion may not know the significance of the
beaver in the coat of arms now on the State

The device was the idea of the Dutoh,

was meant to indicate the industry of

that people at that time and the wealth of
the fur trade.

After red, blue is the prevailing color in
the flags of nations.
THE CREVALLE,

Two Specimens at the Aquarivm —A Hand-
some Fish, but Net Kdible.

A tank in the Aquarium in front of which
visitora are likely to linger for a moment
longer than usual is one containing two
specimens of the crevalle, the larger of
these being about eighteen inches in length
and the smaller about fifteen.

The two now well grown are the sur-
vivors of a little lot of eight small young
orevalles taken in Gravesend Bay and
brought to the Aquarinm about eight years
ago. Eight yearn is a long time for crevalles
to live in captivity, but these two are still
active and in good coundition, feeding well
and still growing.

The orevalle is a deep, thin bodied fish
with pearly sides—a handsome fish. It has
a mackerellike tail and long, slender
pectoral fins. It is very alert in the water

and a fine swimmer.
These two crevalles are seen always to-

rh«r. swimming side by side, one like
e shadow of the other.

Birds of a feather flock together, and so
likewine do fishes of a fin. In nature the
fishes of any one kind will keep together
by themselves and not mix with others,
and the same is true of flshes in captivity.
Put two or three bunches of flahes of as
many kinds together in a tank and each
kind will herd by itself and follow its own
ways.

t times the crevalles have had in the
same tank with them fishes of other species,
but still they always kept by themselves.
Now the two remaining crevalles have a
tank alone, but still they always keep to-
gether, now for companionship’s
sake as well an instinot; but so they are
always seen swimming about wherever
thg‘gn. always side by side.

tly as it is in appearance the crevalle
is not an edible fish. Fis
times eat the young crevalle—fishes up to
five or six inches in length—but not the
larger fishes, whioh when ocaught are
thrown back in the water; eating the larger
fishes of this species causes a rash or erup-
tion to break out on the body of the eater.

The orevalle is not native to these waters,
but it is found in great numbers in waters
further south. In Cuba, a visitor at the
Aquarium said, the sale of the crevalle is
forbidden by law.

hermen some-

RUSSIAN BOOK INDICTED.

Verdict Proneunced unin It - Sentenced
to Be Burned.

Warsaw correapondence Pall Mall Gaeztie,

Even in Russia it does not often happen
that a charge is brought against a hook
and not against the author or publishers
thereof. Yet a case of this kind was brought
before the Warsaw courts the other dav,

The charge was laid against a work by a
certain Gustave Baumfeld as being of a nature
“likely to arouse its readers to revolutionary
actions.” The dock was perfectly empty
and evidence was given by the police who
bad conflscated the book. The verdict was
pronounced against Lthe book and amounted
to an order that it should be burned.

The explanation of this peculiar incident
is that the book in question was discovered
by the police while still in the printer's hands,
and that as it had not yet been published
neither the author nor the publisher was held
responsible for its revolutionary tendencies.
All the blame was laid on the book, of which
every sheet has now been destroyed.

LONDON FOG A COSTEY BVIL * |

THE MONEY LOSS TO RUSINESS
PUT AT $1,250,000 A DAY,

Dense Fog and Cold More Prejudicial
te Life Than Chelera—Art Treasures
Being Destroy od —No Wunkelpal Kiferts
o Abate the Evil—Causes of the Veg:

Lonpon, Nov, 30.—~When a genuine Lon-
don fog takes possession of the English capi-
tal an impenetrable mist, heavily charged
with sulphur, blots out everything. You
inhale it and it chokes you; it gets into
your eyes and they smart.

The pavement cannot be seen beneath
one s feet. The street lamps are turned on,
but their rays are swallowed up before
they have travelled half the distance to
the ground. Yedestrians lose their way
and vehicles mount the sidewalk. Some-
times a driver does not see his mistake until
he finds himself mixed up with the show
goods in some shop window.

Buaineas, of course, becomes disorgan-
ized. An expert has estimated that a day
of fog in London means a general loss of
$1,250,000.

After a week of bad London fog the re-
turng of deaths due to diseases of the res-
piratory organs have several times been
twice and thrice the normal number. The
sulphuric acid irritates the mucous mem-
brane, leaving it particularly open to attacks
of catarrh and bronchitis. During an in-
tense and continuous London fog at the
end of 1379 the deaths for six weeks wers
1,780, 1,800, 2,200, 3,376, 2,495 and 2,018, those
in the fourth week being nearly double
those in the first. The report of the Regis-
trar-General in February showed that dense
fog and cold were more prejudicial to life
than the cholera epidemics of 1849, 1854
and 1866,

The deadly ingredients of a London fog
are the partioles of dust and soot whioh
are always present in the atmosphere. Sir
W. T. Dyer estimates that annually two
tons of foul deposit falls upon each aore
at Kew, while a careful measurement oon-
ducted ot Chelsea some years ago showed
that a deposit of six tons an acre fell in &
single fortnight.

On the occasion of a great smoke fog
fourteen years ago the glass of the green-
houses at Kew Gardens, about three-quar-
ters of a square mile in area, could not be
washed and had to be scraped. the deposit
weighing three tons,

An analysis of one of these deposits
showed that rather more than one-third
was carbon or coal: another third was
finely pulverized mineral matter most
irritating to the lungs, and fifty-seven
parts in every thousand were sulphuric acid
and hydrochloric acid, irritants of the most
violent nature. This will explain the chok-
ing effect of London's atmos upon
those who have to live in it.

At a conference held a few days ago to
consider the evils of London smoke Sir
William Richmond, the Royal Academician,
spoke of the harm it did to objects of art,
apparel, marble, stone, metal, lace, em-
broideries and ta ry. In this, he said.
he was supported m‘cndny. the chemist,
who was a member of the royal commission
appointed some forty-{ive years ago to con-
sider whether the ri«-mmu of the National
Gallery should be transferred from Trafal-
gar Square to South Kensinglon.

Faraday analyzed the surface of various
pictures and came to the cone n that a
smut, almost invisihle to the naked eye,
deposited upon the piotures contained an
ossential poison so virulent that it could
only be removed .tx a solvent which would
destroy the varnish.

The marbles in the British Museum,
Sir William Richmond said, were slowly
corroding and being pulverized the
aotion of the sulphuric acid in the air.
When the frieze of the Parthenon was placed
in the British Museum remnants of the color
Pigmant deposited on the surface by the

ireeks could be traced. In his recollection
those nllrlnm:{ms had for the same reason

ractically disappeared.
pThn minuhctpum of lace was rendered
so difficult by coal smoke that at Notting-
ham a law had been made that there should
be no smoke. Embroideries, if ex
to the air for a fortnight, would become
sticky owing to the presence in the air of
sulphuric achd, which in time would destroy
them entirely. His own experience was
that fresco painting could not be safely
pursued in London owing to the evil fumes
in the atmosphere.

Notwithstanding the addition to the
death rate, the impairing of health and
the immense monetary losses involved in
a London fog, there seems to have been no
serious interest shown by the authorities

in the many remedies luf.nwd. In Ital
and -out.h:rn France Signor Ma on‘:
acetylene cannon is widely employed.

Sir Oliver Lodr, who has devoted much
thought to the subject, has a method of fog
dispersion which he is willing to_try if the
necessary money is furnhhos. His device
provides for the dimhufa of high tension
electricity into the air. In a labora he
to clear a thick

has proved that it is eas
fog by an electrical diso T _
ﬁnother well known scientist points out
the difficulty of finding an ideal method of
combustion, According to him, it is the
sulphur and not the carbon which causes
the fog. If all the carbon were consu
there would still be fogs, and they would
be as harmful as at present.

Sulphur, he says, cannot be got rid of
by any of the improved meth of com-
bustion, and so f will always exist while
London burns daily its hundreds of tons of
coal in domestic fireplaces alone.

It would therefore appear that the only
remedy lay in discarding coal and adopting
some other means of obtaining heat, No
steps, however, are taken by the authori-
ties who govern London. In the meantima
ita inhabitants quietly pay the penalty of
this official apathy.

The Camel Better Than the Horse.

From the National tleographic Magazine,

Costing about as much as a good horse,
the camel's speed is eounlly great, his life
considerably longer and his ability to carry
a load equal to that of three horses, while
the fact that he can travel for n week, or,
if necessary, nearly two weeks without water
renders hin invaluable to those great sandy
stretches, .

He can also go for several days with little
or no food, =ubsisting meantime upon the
fat stored in the humps on his back, which
nature seems to have provided as a store-
:IOIINQ for sustenance in ease of absence of
ood.
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The Oriental Stors

from Japan and China.

and many other toilet articles.

Request an inspection of their
Hand Carved lvories

Portraying the skill, taste and patience of many well known artists

Besides a large collection of ornamental and decorative pieces
for boudoir or cabinet, we exhibit an assortment of useful articles,
such as hair brushes, combs, whisk brooms, pin trays, paper knives

suggestions innamerable — bat ** Unusual’” — E
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Unigue Gifis from 25¢. wpwards. '
Broadway, bet. 18th and 19th Sts,, New York.
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